
    Year in Review 

The Prindle Lake Association 
will hold its annual meeting 
on Saturday, September 16 at 
10:00 am.  The location is the 
Grange Hall on Main Street, 
Charlton.  All Association 
members and lake area prop-
erty owners are invited. 

The annual meeting provides 
a forum to learn more about 
activities of the Association 
and status of the lake.  It also 
provides the opportunity to 
share your thoughts and opin-
ions on issues involving Prin-
dle Lake and its watershed. 

Elections of Directors, Secre-
tary and Treasurer are held at 
this meeting.  The by-laws of 
the Association govern the 
composition of the Board of 
Directors.  To insure broad 
representation, the provisions 
allow for three Directors from 
Oak Ridge Drive, three from 
Pumpkin Lane and three to 
five additional directors at-
large, as well as a Secretary 
and a Treasurer.  The Presi-
dent is elected at the first Di-
rector’s meeting following the 
annual meeting.  There cur-
rently are unfilled Director 

positions and Association 
members are encouraged to 
become more involved. If you 
are interested in serving, 

Prindle Lake Association has 
continued to work with Aquat-
ic Control Technology, Inc. of 
Sutton, MA to maintain the 
active weed control program 
that began in 2001.  By alter-
nating lake-wide treatments 
and spot treatments, we have 
been able to maintain the 
quality of our lake with our 
limited financial resources.  
Based on Aquatic Control’s 
June inspection (see report on 
next page) and PLA Directors’ 
observations, it was deter-
mined that selective treatment 
was needed in 2006 to control 
the growth of bladderwort.  
On June 28, about 45-50 acres 
(roughly 60%) of Prindle Lake 
was treated at a cost of 
$9,550.  The Town of Charlton 

contributed $1,000 with the 
balance paid by the Associa-
tion. 

The Association’s 2005-06 
fiscal year began 7/1/2005 
with a treasury balance of 
$11484.  Expenses were weed 
control-$7950; taxes-$414; 
misc. supplies/postage $232 
for a total of $8596.  Income 
received from dues and weed 
control was $4925 and inter-
est $7, leaving a net balance of 
$7820 as of July 26, 2006.     

Pond lilies have increased in 
density since the last treat-
ment.  A certain amount of 
pond lilies are healthy for the 
lake and provide a habitat for 
fish, so the goal is never to 
eliminate them entirely.  But if 

their growth is not controlled, 
they will take over the lake.  It 
was decided at last year’s an-
nual meeting to thin them 
through manual harvesting by 
Association volunteers.  Un-
fortunately, the project proved 
too cumbersome and wasn’t 
successful.  Therefore, the 
Directors voted to have the 
pond lilies chemically treated 
in August at a cost of $1,250, 
of which the Town will pay 
half.  The treatment is target-
ed to eliminate about 60% of 
the pond lily cover, primarily 
in the center of the lake and 
adjacent to residences. 

To date, 2006 has been anoth-
er busy year maintaining Prin-
dle Lake as a recreational and 
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esthetic resource on behalf of 
our members and the Town of 
Charlton. We’ve been heart-
ened to receive positive feed-
back from several residents.  
Our efforts seems to be work-
ing because there’s been a 
visible increase in the number 
of people using the lake for 
various forms of recreation 
this year.   

please contact any of the cur-
rent directors, or express your 
interest at our annual meet-
ing. 

Please exercise your right to 
vote and join us on Sept. 16.  
It’s a great time to meet your 
neighbors, enjoy some re-
freshments and help set the 
direction for Prindle Lake 
Association. 
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“This brief report will con-
vey the findings of an 
Aquatic Plant Survey/
inspection that I performed 
with assistance from Brad 
Smith on Friday June 9.  
The survey was performed 
by establishing a series of 
transects across the pond, 
with representative sam-
pling points along each 
transect.  At each sampling 
point, we used a “throw 
rake” to sample/identify 
the plants and also used 
the underwater Aqua-Vu 
Camera in order to de-
scribe the percent plant 
cover in a given location.  
The transect/data point 
survey map is attached, 
along with a second map 
showing the recommended 
area of chemical treatment 
as put forth by Brad and 
myself.   

The weed growth in Prindle 
Lake continues to be domi-
nated by bladderwort 

Aquatic Control Technology, Inc. Report on Inspection of Prindle 

Lake and Management Recommendations 

Prepared by:  Gerry Smith, President/Aquatic Biologist 

June 17, 2006 

No milfoil was found dur-
ing this inspection.  The 
invasive milfoil species 
(variable watermilfoil or M. 
heterophyllum) that once 
was commonly found and a 
nuisance throughout a sub-
stantial portion of the 
Lake, has not re-grown to 
any significant extent since 
the chemical treatment 
program began.  While it’s 
highly unlikely that milfoil 
will ever be completely 
eradicated from Prindle 
Lake, milfoil is significantly 
less of a recurring problem 
in Prindle Lake than in 
many other water bodies 
that we also manage. 

Water clarity throughout 
the Lake during our inspec-
tion was generally excel-
lent.  We measured Secchi 
Disk clarity greater than six 
feet or the lake bottom.  We 
did observe, however, a 
windblown accumulation 
of microscopic algae 

(probably a species of blue-
green algae) along a small 
portion of the mid-
northern shoreline.  The 
cause for this algal bloom is 
unknown but when algae 
does bloom, it normally 
reflects an elevated phos-
phorus concentration. In 
the water, this bloom of 
algae should be watched to 
see if it increases in magni-
tude or dissipates on its 
own.  This algae can be 
treated with a copper based 
algaecide, if necessary at a 
later date. 

Based on the findings of 
this aquatic plant survey, 
we’re recommending 
chemical treatment of ap-
proximately 45-50 acres of 
Lake area as shown on the 
attached map.  Thank you.” 

(Utricularia).  A species of 
pondweed, believed to be 
thin-leaf pondweed (P. pu-
sillus) was also found, how-
ever, its abundance was 
low in comparison to blad-
derwort.  Around much of 
the lake shoreline, the per-
cent bottom cover of blad-
derwort and pondweed was 
in the range of 25-50%.  
Further into the coves, the 
weed growth became more 
abundant, with bottom 

cover generally 50-100%.  
Throughout the somewhat 
deeper central portion of 
the lake, the bottom cover 
was generally in the range 
of 0-10% or 0-25%. 

Quaddick Lake in Thomp-
son was featured in the 
July 19, 2006 edition of the 
Telegram & Gazette.  It is 
the kind of negative public-
ity that we hope never im-
pacts Prindle Lake.   

Quaddick Lake residents 
have been unable to enjoy 
their waterfront property 
because invasive weeds 
have overtaken swimming 
and boating areas.  One 
resident was quoted as say-
ing “It began around two 
weeks ago.  Now we can 
almost walk on the water.  

There’s no swimming or 
boating.  It’s just gross.”  
Another resident said “I 
have a sail boat I can’t sail 
and a row boat that I can’t 
row.”   

It was reported that the 
Quaddick Lake Association 
had been inactive for sever-
al years so there was no 
person or organization 
monitoring the condition 
of the lake.  Without an 
organization, funding and 
proper permits in place, 
residents are having trou-
ble dealing with the weed 

infestation and are likely 
faced with substantial ex-
penses. 

The PLA believes the best 
weed control program is 
one that is proactive and 
strives to preserve lake 
quality.  If invasive weeds 
go unchecked, the result is 
an unusable lake or pond 
that may never return to its 
original condition.   

Prevention is more eco-
nomical than restoration.  
Please support the PLA’s 
efforts to continue an effec-

Lessons Learned 

tive Prindle Lake weed con-
trol program with your fi-
nancial contributions.   

 



Pri

Donald & Laura Guertin 

Steve & Kathy Hair 

Rich & Dot Jensen 

Bruce & Nancy McKinstry 

Norma Narus 

Tina & Ronald Niedbala 

Jeff & Marie Palmer 

Richard & Linda Renzoni 

Frank & Ruth Rogers 

Peggy Manty & John Sandini  

John Santos 

John & Nancy Sarafian 

Steve & Lisa Sergio 

Roland & Gina Allain 

Joe & Kathy Bialy 

Dave Bidwell 

Fr. Angelos Bishara 

Glenna Brownell 

Ted & Pam Christensen 

Kathleen Murray & Jim Collins 

John & Pat Colognesi 

Scott & Diane Crowe 

Deborah & Michael Dangredo 

Serafino & Ann DeFranco 

Shannon & Tony Devoe 

Izabela Pupek & Konrad Dzierzynski 
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A Big “Thank You” to Our 2006 Contributors!  

Brad & Nancy Smith 

Jerzy & Anna Sobota 

Robert & Elinor Stead 

Linda & Stephen Szaban 

Michael & Denise Thomas 

Jeffrey Thompson 

Sheila & Michael Viel 

Andrew & Karen Visser 

Dorota & Janusz Warnajtys 

Barry Williamson 

Pamela Wilson 

Hadley Zabinski 

Betty Picard, a long time resident 
of Pumpkin Lane, passed away in 
March 2006.   Betty and her hus-
band, Al moved to Prindle Lake in 
the mid 70’s to enjoy their retire-
ment years.        

Betty served as a Director of PLA 
up until her death. Betty’s service 
to  the Association was appreciat-
ed.  She was always cheerful and 
willing to lend a helping hand.  Her 
friendship and lively spirit will be 
missed.   

In Memoriam 

A swan took up temporary residence on Prindle Lake 

It’s been a great summer on Prindle 

Lake.  The weather has been ideal to 

really enjoy the lake.  The absence of 

Canada geese has kept both the shore 

and water free of their contaminants.  

  

It’s important that all residents con-

tinue to employ good habits to insure 

that we can enjoy Prindle Lake for 

many years to come.   

 

Some reminders: 

 Leave or create at least a 20-30 
foot natural shoreline buffer 
zone.  This prevents erosion into 
the lake and discourages geese 
from coming ashore to feed. 

 Don’t use herbicides, pesticides 
or phosphate fertilizers on your 
lawn or garden anywhere near 
the shoreline. 

 Maintain your septic system.  
Have it pumped frequently.   

 Don’t discard lawn clippings or 

other waste near the shoreline.  

 Avoid phosphate detergents.   

 Practice safe water habits - use 
personal floatation devices.   

 Don’t feed the Canada geese. 

 Remove loose material from the 
dock and shoreline which helps 
keep the dam spillway clear. 

 Please adhere to the conditions 
and restrictions contained in 
your property deeds.   

 
 

       Living on the Lake - Reminders 



Past Year Officers and Board of Directors 

Frank Rogers (President)  248-5200 

Glenna Brownell   248-6938 

Serafino Defranco  248-5885 

Don Guertin (Treasurer)  248-7853 

Rich Jensen   248-7451 

Jeff Palmer   248-6371 

Nancy Sarafian (Secretary) 248-9596 

Brad Smith   248-7281 

Bob Stead   248-5259 

Linda Szaban   248-6215 

Andrew Visser   248-5322 

Pamela Wilson   248-9050 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

PRINDLE LAKE 

ASSOCIATION, INC. 

  

Thank you to all who paid their 2006 dues and 

contributed to the weed control program.  For 

those who didn’t join, it’s never too late. 

Please mail your dues and this form to: 

Prindle Lake Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

Or bring it with you to the Annual Meeting on 

Sept. 16 along with your ideas.  New members 

who pay their $30 dues on or before Sept. 16 

will be eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting. 

 

BE A FRIEND OF PRINDLE 

LAKE - 

JOIN TODAY! 

 

 

________Yes, I/we want to become member(s) of the Prindle 

Lake Association. 

Name_________________________ 

Address_______________________ 

Town/State/Zip ____________________________ 

Phone (optional) ____________________________ 

Annual Membership   $    30.00 

   (through 6/30/07) 

Weed Control Contribution 

   ($70 suggested)   $________ 

 

Total     $________ 

Membership Application 


